University of Dayton Hires First CIO, Position Reflects Strategic Importance of Information Technology by University of Dayton
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
2-7-2001
University of Dayton Hires First CIO, Position
Reflects Strategic Importance of Information
Technology
University of Dayton
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of Dayton, "University of Dayton Hires First CIO, Position Reflects Strategic Importance of Information Technology"
(2001). News Releases. 10450.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/10450
UNIVERSITY o 
DAYTON 
1850.-2000 
NEWS RELEASE 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON HIRES FIRST CIO, 
Feb. 7, 2001 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
rizvi@udayton.edu 
POSITION REFLECTS STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
DAYTON, Ohio - The University of Dayton has hired Thomas Danford as its first 
Chief Information Officer (CIO), signifying the strategic importance of information technology 
on UD's campus, one of the most wired in the nation. 
"When I learned that UD was trying to fill its newly created senior information 
technology position, it floored me. It's a school that I really love and have deep roots in. When 
you have the opportunity to get the dream job you want in a place that means so much to you, 
you couldn't ask for a better match," says Danford, who's been the assistant vice president for 
IT at Georgia Perimeter College in Atlanta since 1998. He earned a bachelor's degree in 
chemistry from UD in 1980. 
Danford, who will supervise 75 IT professionals and support staff and manage a 
$9 million budget, is stepping into one of the most strategically crucial positions on campus. 
UD has earned a national reputation for its educational technology initiatives, and is now one 
of the few undergraduate institutions in the country to require online applications, starting in 
fall2002. It currently ranks 21st nationally in Yahoo! Internet Life's annual "Most Wired 
Colleges" survey of universities and colleges and is among a fraction of universities that requires 
students to own computers. About 90 percent of faculty members are using the tools of 
technology- e-mail, Web sites, threaded discussions and list serves - in their classes. All 
University-owned housing, including 350 houses in a 25-block campus neighborhood, is fully 
wired for direct high-speed Internet connection, and the University will install a wireless 
network by fall. 
Provost John Geiger calls Danford an outstanding leader. "Tom brings extensive 
information technology knowledge and experience in academic institutions and in business," he 
said. "He has the reputation of being a user-friendly individual who treats people with respect 
yet can be very decisive. He is known as a strategic thinker and a good planner with 
outstanding organizational capabilities." 
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Danford, who grew up in Piqua, is a 42-year-old chemist-turned-lawyer-turned-
technology advocate. While at UD, he worked as a quality control chemist. After graduation, 
he enrolled in law school at Ohio Northern University. As a second-year law student, he 
landed a job with Mead Data Central in its LEXIS-NEXIS project, which is now the largest on-
line research library in the world. After graduating from law school, he passed the bar exam 
and enrolled in business school to study management information systems. 
"This was 1982, and the IBM PC came out. I just became fascinated with it and had an 
inkling it would change society," he says. 
As a business student, he worked full time as a support engineer for Computer Land, the 
largest computer retailer of the time. After receiving his MBA in 1985, he worked for Science 
Applications International Corporation (SAIC) as a cost analyst. At SAIC he developed 
baseline cost estimates, acquisition cost estimates, budgetary proposals and other cost/budget 
related studies for numerous multimillion-dollar Department of Defense programs. 
Since returning to higher education in 1987, Danford has held IT management positions 
at the Crummer Graduate School of Business, Rollins College and Georgia Perimeter College, 
where he heads up the office of information technology for five campuses in the metropolitan 
Atlanta area. 
At Crummer, he contributed to the school becoming the first business school nationally 
to include a laptop computer in the cost of tuition. At Rollins, he oversaw the revitalization of 
the college's computer services department and the networking of the 54-building 67-acre 
campus to include academic, administrative and dormitory buildings. At Georgia Perimeter, he 
worked with colleagues across campus to pilot a new financial and human resources system, 
implement optical imaging for admission and financial aid, install kiosk and other Web-based 
student services, support distance-learning courses, start a campus-wide help desk and 
experiment with wireless networking. 
"I enjoy getting things up and running and am proactive by nature," he says. "If there's a 
problem, I want to know about it before the first phone call." 
Danford and his wife, Debbie, have two daughters, Ashley, 10, and Jamie, four months. 
He loves to teach and has developed courses in such areas as computer literacy, programming, 
software ethics, multimedia and networking. 
"I need to spend some time learning the ropes, but given the opportunity a couple of 
years down the line, I would jump at the chance to teach again," he says. "It keeps you in touch 
with the people you're serving." 
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For media interviews, contact Tom Danford at (937) 229-3511 or 
Thomas.Danford@notes.udayton.edu. 
